[image: ]Elevate Grant: Application Template

Elevate Application: DUE 6:59 PM AUGUST 18, 2026
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[bookmark: _Toc203565349]Section 1: Applicant Details – Not Scored
[bookmark: _Int_xkR5goeV]Applicant Submission Name (Enter the name of the organization, business, artist, or musician name that will apply for funding and serve as the applicant. Your answer will become your official account name.)

Your answer will become your Account Name. You can put your legal name if you are an individual that does not have a Doing Business As (DBA) name. This should reflect who you are as an applicant, not a project you want to undertake.

Please be prepared to provide your information for the following: 
· Applicant Physical Address
· Applicant Physical Address Council District
· Applicant Mailing Address
· Lead Applicant Name
· Lead Applicant Title/Position
· Preferred Pronouns





[bookmark: _Toc1265283381]Section 2: Elevate Eligibility Verification

Is your mission or artistic vision at least 51% focused on arts and culture?

Have you been operating in the City of Austin or the Austin Metropolitan Statistical Area (MSA) for at least two years?

When did you start producing artistic events that the public can attend in Austin, Texas?
	Please be prepared to provide proof through a link or an upload, that you have produced public 	artistic events in an Austin Council District or its ETJ for at least two years before August 18, 2024. 	Your proof must include the event date (with year) and venue. 
· Provide a link
· Provide an upload
Good examples include flyers, social media, screenshots, programs, newsletters, or other public 	materials, ACME-Grants-Selecting-Your-Work-Samples  

The events I am proposing will occur in the Austin Council Districts or its extraterritorial jurisdiction (ETJ)?

The events that I am proposing will occur between January 1, 2027 and December 31, 2027.

The events I am proposing will be open and accessible to tourists.

What is your applicant type and annual expenses?
Applicants applying as an Arts Group or Nonprofit 501c 3 must have an EIN. Applicants that do not 	have an EIN must select Individual Artist.



NOTE: Completing this section makes you tentatively eligible to apply for the Elevate Grant. Your documents and answers will be reviewed. If they do not meet the Program’s eligibility rules, your application may still become ineligible. 





[bookmark: _Toc1370362652]Section 3: Application Information – Not Scored

1. What should ACME use publicly if you receive a grant?

Do not list your activity name. Use the name you want shown on public documents. If you do not have a DBA, use your legal name. Short names are best.

2. Enter your most recent annual expenses (required)
$____ USD
Do not enter $0. Include all expenses from your last completed fiscal year. Do not include in‑kind expenses. Your request amount will be limited by this number. For 501(c)(3) Nonprofits, this will be listed in your Form 990.

3. Select your request amount: 
· 501(c)(3) Nonprofit with annual expenses of $300,000 or greater: $80,000
· 501(c)(3) Nonprofit with annual expenses of $100,001 to $299,999: $60,000
· 501(c)(3) Nonprofit with annual expenses of $50,001 to $100,000: $60,000
· 501(c)(3) Nonprofit with annual expenses of under $50,000: $30,000
· Arts Group with annual expenses of $50,000 to $500,000: $40,000
· Individual Artist with annual expenses under $500,000: $30,000

4. When did you start presenting creative work in Austin?

Provide the month and year. Example: March 2018

5. List your decision makers.







Provide only the first and last names of key decision makers for your organization or project. This list may include you, lead staff, and/or board, if applicable. If you are applying with a Fiscal Sponsor, you should only include decision-makers or your project.

Panel Group  
Your application will be reviewed in one of three panel groups. Your budget size will also be a consideration when assigning panel groups. The highest scoring applications will be awarded. The number of awards in each group may not be equal. 
Exhibition – Visual or display-based work seen in galleries, installations, museums, or other public spaces. This could include: Cultural History/Humanities, Design Arts, Film/Video/TV Production, Folk & Traditional Arts, Literary Arts, Media Arts, Museums, Visual Arts, Multidisciplinary 
Performance –  Live or recorded work presented to an audience. This could include: Dance, Folk & Traditional Arts, Literary Arts, Music, Theater/Opera/Musical Theatre, Multidisciplinary 
Arts Education, Arts Service, and Arts Therapy –  Work that teaches, supports, or uses the arts to help people. Must include a public event. This could include: Arts Education, Art Service Organization, Arts/Music Therapy

6. Choose the panel group that best matches your primary artistic discipline:
· Exhibition
· Performance
· Arts Education, Arts Service, and Arts Therapy


7. Write 1–2 sentences about how you plan to use the grant funds.
Write your answer here (Limit: 500 characters) …




Your response is not scored but will be read by a panelist during the live panel to introduce your application.




Applicant Introduction Statement  
You must submit an Introduction Statement as either a written narrative or a video. This helps panelists better understand your work. Use this section to give useful background, explain anything that may be confusing, or share cultural or discipline ‑specific details. Do not repeat your mission statement or describe your proposed activities here.
8. Choose one (1) format: 
· Written Narrative: Up to 3,000 characters (with spaces)
· Video: Up to 3 minutes (provide one shareable link that is not password protected)
Panelists will read or watch this statement along with the rest of your application. This section is helpful if: 
· Your art form is uncommon 
· Your budget or narrative has complex details 
· You use cultural or community terms that may need explanation

Please enter your Applicant Introduction Statement (3000 character limit)
Write your answer here (Limit: 3,000 characters) …











[bookmark: _Toc1852073325]Section 4: Scored Application Questions
The following questions ARE scored (100 possible points). Max: 3,000 characters per question. 

[bookmark: _Toc469884934]Creative Work (50 Points) 

1. What is your mission or artistic vision, and what do you do to support it? (required)

Your answer must include:  
· State your mission and describe the creative work that support it. 
· Identify who your work impacts and how they take part in it. 
· Describe the artistic values, traditions, or focus that guide your mission.

Write your answer here (Limit: 3,000 characters) …


ACTION: Upload documentation to support your response above. (required)
Upload one file (max 3 pages or link to video/audio up to 5 minutes).
Examples: Letters from Artists, Audience/Collaborator Impact Statements, link to a video describing your work. For more visit: ACME-Grants-Selecting-Your-Work-Samples.pdf





2. What is your proposed public event and how does it reflect the people, places, or cultures of Austin? (required)
Your event must take place between January 1, 2027 and December 31, 2027. 
 
Your answer must include:   
· Describe your proposed event (When, Where, What, How) 
· Describe how it reflects Austin’s people, places, and/or cultures. 
· Explain how your event shows an authentic perspective and meaningful cultural expression.

Write your answer here (Limit: 3,000 characters) …





[bookmark: _Toc1913763214]Capacity (30 Points)
3. Describe your experience producing creative public events in Austin. (required)
Your answer must include:  
· Introduce your key team members, their skills, and their roles. 
· Describe your team’s connection to the community served.  
· Highlight one or two similar projects you have successfully completed in Austin.

Write your answer here (Limit: 3,000 characters) ...


ACTION: Upload documentation to support your response above. (required)
Upload one file (max 3 pages). 
You can include things like staff or board bios, event flyers, brochures, or other audience-facing material. Add 1–2 sentences to explain what you'd like the panel to look at, especially if your document contains links to social media or websites. For more visit: ACME-Grants-Selecting-Your-Work-Samples.pdf



4. Complete the budget table with total budget needed to produce your proposed event. Your total project budget may be higher than your request amount. (required)

We recommend that you use the budget template to make a draft and then copy and paste your final budget into the table below. Only use numerals in column B. Do not use punctuation or special characters of any kind as it will prevent the budget table from calculating your total budget.
Your budget table must include  
· Payment to artists and/or administrators 
· A clear explanation of all expenses 
· Costs that match the event(s) you described 
	Expense Categories
	Total Proposed Project Budget
	Detailed Description of proposed expenses (how many people/items will be paid for and at what rate) 

	Payments to Artists
	
	

	Payments to Admin Support
	
	

	Marketing
	
	

	Venue/ Office rental
	
	

	Production Fees
	
	

	Supplies/materials
	
	

	Accessibility Services
	
	

	Equipment Rental
	
	

	Capacity Building Expenses 
	
	 

	Capital Expenses
	
	

	GRAND TOTAL
	$
	



Explain your total project budget. (required)
Your answer should include: 
· Explain how your budget supports your project.  
· Describe other resources that will allow you to successfully complete this activity including in-kind support and funding sources beyond the grant request.
Write your answer here (Limit 3,000 characters) ...





[bookmark: _Toc309378825]Public Connection (20 Points)
5. How will you market your proposed event? (required)
Your marketing plan must include:  
· How you reach residents, visitors and tourists. 
· How you are promoting Austin as a cultural and creative destination  
· How people will feel connected and encouraged to join your event. 
Write your answer here (Limit 3,000 characters) ...  





ACTION: Upload documentation to support your response above. (required)
Upload one file (max 3 pages). 

Suggested uploads: sample marketing materials such as press releases or social media posts, advertising analytics from a past campaign, media coverage, reviews, previews, draft marketing plan, or sponsorship packet. For more visit: ACME-Grants-Selecting-Your-Work-Samples.pdf




[bookmark: _Toc927619484]Section 5: Contact and Demographic Information
What name would you like to be publicly acknowledged if your grant application is awarded? 

This should NOT be your activity name. Use the name that you would like to be listed on public facing documents. You can put your legal name if you are an individual that does not have a Doing Business As (DBA) name. Shorter Names are preferred.
Please be prepared to provide your information for the following:
· Primary discipline
· Lead Applicant Contact Phone
· Lead Applicant Email
· Lead Applicant’s primary language
· Secondary Contact Phone
· Secondary Contact Email
· Secondary Contact Role/Title
How did you hear about this opportunity? 
Are you interested in hosting your proposed activity at a City of Austin Facility?
Are you interested in being contacted about opportunities in Arts Education through Austin ISD? By selecting yes, you may receive email communications as arts education opportunities arise.
Are you interested in being contacted about community showcases? By selecting yes, you may receive email communications as performance opportunities arise.
Are you applying with a Fiscal Sponsor?
If yes, please be prepared to provide the following information: 
· Fiscal Sponsor Organization Name
· Fiscal Sponsor Organization Address
· Fiscal Sponsor Authorizing Official Name
· Fiscal Sponsor Authorizing Official Title
· Fiscal Sponsor Authorizing Official Email
· Fiscal Sponsor Authorizing Official Contact Phone
· Upload- Fiscal Sponsorship Agreement
· Upload- Fiscal Sponsor IRS Letter of determination
· Upload- Fiscal Sponsor Board and Staff List
· Fiscal Sponsor most recently completed IRS 990
[bookmark: _Toc1484217248]Applicant Data
The following questions are optional. Your privacy is important, and this information will be kept confidential. The information will not influence the outcome of any City of Austin application for assistance. 
If there are any questions you do not want to answer, you can select 'Prefer not to answer'. Neither the questions nor the answers to this section will be viewable to reviewers. 
Please be prepared to provide the following information for the following: 
· Primary gender identity
· Primary race or ethnicity
· Does 51% or more of your decisions makers identify as members of the LGBTQIA+ community?
· Does 51% or more of your decisions makers identify as members of the disability community? For this question, family, doctors, therapists, teachers, counselors, and other service providers are not considered part of the disability community unless they are living with disabilities themselves.
· Does 51% or more of your decisions makers identify as veterans of the United States Armed Services?
· Primary audience race or ethnicity
· Primary audience age range
· Does the LGBTQIA community primarily make up your audience?
· Does the Disability community primarily make up your audience?
· Does the Veteran community primarily make up your audience?
· What language is your programming primarily presented in?



[bookmark: _Toc918990877]Section 6: Acknowledgements and Attestations
· I attest that I and any decision-makers in my proposal are not Full-Time City of Austin Employees nor Temporary, Part-Time or Full-Time employees of ACME (Austin Arts, Culture, Music and Entertainment).
· I attest that I understand that I cannot receive grant funding from both the Austin Live Music Fund and the Cultural Arts Fund (Nexus, Elevate, or Thrive) in the same fiscal year
· I attest that I understand that I cannot receive more than one 2027 ACME Funding Grant for the same proposed activity, and that I may not combine my grant funds with another grantee's funds to produce the same activity(ies).
· I attest that this is the one and only 2027 Elevate Grant application submitted on behalf of my entity.
· I attest that I do not have a “Non-compliant” grant agreement with the City of Austin.
· I attest that all proposed grant-funded activities will take place in a City of Austin Council District or in the Extraterritorial Jurisdiction (ETJ).
· I understand that receipt of grant funds may result in a significant tax liability in the year of benefit. The City and Long Center cannot advise on individual tax liability. It is the responsibility of the grant recipient to consult with a tax advisor to understand impact based on individual tax situations.
· Public Information Notice: I understand the information I provide in my application is processed by the City of Austin’s administrator (third-party administrator or in-house) for the purposes of determining my eligibility for the program. Third-parties are contractually obligated to not use this information for any other purpose. Since this grant is funded through the City of Austin, application materials are subject to the Texas Public Information Act and might be released to the public if it is requested in a Public Information Request.
· I agree to receive Austin Arts, Culture, Music and Entertainment communications.
· I agree to receive Create Austin/Long Center communications.
· I attest that all of the information provided in this application and the connected eligibility form is true and accurate as of the time of submission. I acknowledge that providing false information is illegal and subjects me and my entity to civil and criminal action. I further attest that I will provide documentation to further substantiate the accuracy of the application, if requested by the City of Austin, or contracted partners for purposes related to this grant program.
· Lead Applicant Electronic Signature
If applying with a Fiscal Sponsor:
· I attest that my Fiscal Sponsor, their staff, and board do not have a decision-making role in my proposed project.
· I attest that my proposed project is not a program of my Fiscal Sponsor.
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