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[bookmark: _Toc1594529436]Section 1: Applicant Details – Not Scored
Applicant Submission Name (Enter the name of the organization, business, artist, or musician name that will apply for funding and serve as the applicant. Your answer will become your official account name.)

Your answer will become your Account Name. You can put your legal name if you are an individual that does not have a Doing Business As (DBA) name. This should reflect who you are as an applicant, not a project you want to undertake.

Please be prepared to provide your information for the following: 
· Applicant Physical Address
· Applicant Physical Address Council District
· Applicant Mailing Address
· Lead Applicant Name
· Lead Applicant Title/Position
· Preferred Pronouns




[bookmark: _Toc330009182]Section 2: Heritage Preservation Grant Eligibility Verification
What is your applicant type?
· Nonprofit 501 c 3
· For Profit Business or State of Texas Nonprofit without IRS 501 c 3 designation
· None of the Above
The following applicant types are ineligible for the Heritage Preservation Grant:    
· Individual Artists,   
· Professional Musicians, and 
· Independent Promoters.

Enter your EIN

If you are applying as a Nonprofit 501 c3, please be prepared to upload the following: 
· IRS Determination
· Most recently completed 990

Have you been operating in the City of Austin or the Austin Metropolitan Statistical Area (MSA) for at least two years?

When did you start operating in the City of Austin Districts or Extra Territorial Jurisdiction (ETJ)?
ACTION: Upload a link or an upload to demonstrate that you have been operating in Austin on or before August 18, 2024. 

Is the proposed historic project site located within a City of Austin Council District or Extraterritorial Jurisdiction (ETJ)?

Is the project site zoned for commercial use?
· Yes, the project site is zoned commercial.
· No, but the project is working on getting rezoned for commercial use or getting a legal non-residential use.
ACTION: Upload proof that the property is being rezoned for commercial use or getting a legal non-residential use.
· No, but it is a residential property that legally operates a non‑residential use under City of Austin rules.
ACTION: Upload proof that the property has a legal non‑residential use.

Does your Capital Improvement Project site have a historic designation (local, state, or national)?
ACTION: Upload proof of the site’s historic designation or proof that the site is eligible for historic designation.

Do you have an open Heritage Preservation Capital Improvement Project Grant at the same proposed historic project site?

Do you have a signed Owner Authorization Form?
Here is a link to the Owner Authorization Form. It can be used for historic public or private sites unless the managing City department gives other instructions. Upload the formal approval from the managing City Department.
 
For projects on City-owned park land please upload your approved Austin Parks and Recreation (APR) Project Feasibility Form. This form is due to APR by July 28 for Capital Improvement Projects on City-owned Parkland. This is to ensure that you receive the approved form in time to submit with your application. 
 
For questions or to request approval for projects within other City departments, please contact the managing City Department.

Do you have a complete bid package for the Capital Improvement Project proposal? It must include estimates from a contractor, preservation architect, subcontractor, and/or vendors.   

Heritage Preservation Grant Attestation: I attest that the proposed activity(ies) or project(s) highlight the site’s history and heritage and will be actively marketed and promoted to tourists and convention delegates.


NOTE: Completing this section makes you tentatively eligible to apply for the Elevate Grant. Your documents and answers will be reviewed. If they do not meet the Program’s eligibility rules, your application may still become ineligible.  




[bookmark: _Toc1783924960]Section 3: Application Information – Not Scored

What should ACME use publicly if you receive a grant?

Do not list your activity name. Use the name you want shown on public documents. If you do not have a DBA, use your legal name. Short names are best.

Request Amount (required)
$____ USD
Max request amount   
Capital Improvement Projects - up to $250,000. 
Write 1–2 sentences about how you plan to use the grant funds.
Your response is not scored but will be read by a review panelist during the live panel to introduce your application.
When did you start operating in Austin?
Provide the month and year. Example: June 2023
List your decision makers.
Provide only the first and last names of key decision makers for your organization or project. This list may include you, lead staff, and/or board, if applicable.
Please be prepared to provide the following: 
· Proposed project site address
· Proposed project site City of Austin Council District

What is your connection to the project site?
· Owner
· Lease-Agreement
· Collaborating with City-Owned Site
Please be prepared to upload the following: 
· Owner Authorization Form for Owner or Lease-Agreement
· Formal approval from the managing City Department for Collaborating with City-Owned Site





Applicant Introduction Statement 

You must submit an Introduction Statement as either a written narrative or a video. This helps panelists better understand your work. Use this section to give useful background, explain anything that may be confusing, or share cultural or discipline ‑specific details. Do not repeat your proposed activities here.
Choose one(1) format: 
· Written Narrative: Up to 3,000 characters (with spaces)
· Video: Up to 3 minutes (provide one shareable link that is not password protected)

Panelists will read or watch this statement along with the rest of your application. This section is helpful if: 
· Your budget or narrative has complex details 
· You use cultural or community terms that may need explanation

Please enter your Applicant Introduction Statement (3000 character limit)





[bookmark: _Toc1803699701]Section 4: Scored Application Questions
The following questions ARE Scored (100 possible points)

[bookmark: _Toc779985940]PRESERVATION IMPACT (UP TO 50 POINTS)
[bookmark: _Toc924833230]Site Background (10 Points):
What is the history of the proposed historic site? (required)
Your answer must include: the site's architectural style, its main features, and past and current uses.
Write your answer here (Limit: 1,500 characters)…






ACTION: Upload historic documentation and/or historic photos. (required)
Upload one file with up to 10 pages. Include clear, detailed information that supports your answer. Examples include old photos of the property and newspaper articles or brochures about past events, as well as any written records that show how the property was used in the past.   

Describe how visitors learn about the project site’s history? (required)
Write your answer here (Limit: 1,500 characters)…







[bookmark: _Toc1774611289]Project Details, Team, Budget, and Bid Package (20 points):
Describe the proposed work. (required)
This includes repairs, preservation work, or other improvements to the site. If your project includes interior work, you must also include an exterior project.
Write your answer here (Limit: 1,500 characters)…




Name the project team that will plan, supervise, or do the work. Include the project manager, preservation architect, and any contractors. (required)
Your answer must include: Short bios, relevant skills, and websites for each key team member. List similar preservation projects each key team member has completed.
Write your answer here (Limit: 1,500 characters)…


ACTION: Upload a complete Bid Package for the proposed work. (required)
Your bid package must include:
· Recommendations from a preservation architect or another qualified professional. 
· How the proposed scope of work meets preservation design standards.



Budget Table and Narrative (required)
Project Budget Instructions: 
· The budget should include proposed preservation-related project and activities. Describe each line item in detail. The estimated grant expense should match the project bids. 
· Your total budget cannot be more than the maximum amount allowed. Capital Improvement Projects can request up to $250,000. 
· Required: You must include marketing costs that show how you will promote your historic site during the project and after it is finished. 
· See the Fee Schedule for a list of fees related to events or Historic Landmark Commission reviews.
· If you do not plan to spend money in a specific category, leave it blank. Only enter numbers in the ‘Proposed Amount’ Column. 
· Do not list your total request as a single lump sum. Itemize expenses by category to clearly show how the funds will be used. 
· A complete list of eligible and ineligible expenses can be found in the guidelines. 
· For a detailed explanation of the expense categories please review the definitions here.
Complete Budget Table (required)
	Expense Categories

	Proposed Amount 
	Detailed Description of Expenses. (how many people/items would be paid for and at what rate)

	Project Management Fees / Project Administrative Expenses (Including contingency fee, up to 10% of the request amount or up to $20,000, whichever is less)
	
	

	Construction Labor and Materials

	
	

	Professional Services

	
	

	Equipment Rentals

	
	

	Permits, Inspections, Regulatory Fees
	
	

	Project Insurance
	
	

	Marketing and Tourism Promotion

	
	

	Other
	
	

	TOTAL
	$
	


 



Explain your budget. (required)
Your answer must include: 
· Explain how your budget supports your project.  
· Describe other resources that will help you complete your project, such as in-‑kind support or other funding sources.
Write your answer here (Limit: 1,500 characters)…







[bookmark: _Toc2013302599]Historic Standards & Urgency (15 Points):
How does the project meet the Design Standards of the City of Austin or the Secretary of the Interior's Standards? (required)
City of Austin Historic Design Standards
The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties
Write your answer here (Limit: 1,500 characters)…



Describe the urgency of the proposed project. (required)
Your answer must include: Why is the proposed project your highest priority right now?
Write your answer here (Limit: 1,500 characters)…



ACTION: Upload photos of the current condition of the project area. (required)
Upload 1 file, max of 5 pages total. Provide detailed and complete information with supporting documentation to strengthen your answer.


ACTION: Upload a site map that highlights the areas where the proposed work will occur. (required) 
Upload 1 file, max of 3 pages total. This can be from the historic designation documents and/or from Google Earth satellite.

[bookmark: _Toc645076199]Long-Term Preservation (5 Points):
Is there a plan that supports the steps needed to preserve the building? (required)  

ACTION: Upload the site’s preservation plan, historic structure report, engineering report, etc. (required)


[bookmark: _Toc2084814500]TOURISM IMPACT (UP TO 30 POINTS)
[bookmark: _Toc413959690]Storytelling (15 Points):
How have you used storytelling to attract visitors and tourists to your site? (required)

Your answer must include:
Describe your past exhibitions. Describe unique ways of sharing the history of your site. Include how you make heritage resources more accessible and engaging to visitors. Below are examples of ways to tell the story of a site's history: 
· Signage and printed materials   
· Exhibits 
· Audio or recorded content 
· Augmented reality experiences 
· Video or live presentations  
· Actors portraying historical figures  
· Storytellers 
· Tours  
· Interactive exhibits

Write your answer here (Limit: 1,500 characters)…

 



[bookmark: _Toc822683163]Marketing and Advertising (15 Points):
How will you market your historic site to residents, visitors and tourists? (required)
Your marketing plan must include:  
· How will you attract new audiences, including residents, visitors, and tourists 
· How you are promoting Austin as a heritage tourism destination 
· How will you measure success
Write your answer here (Limit: 1,500 characters)…


[bookmark: _Toc649599110]NEW VOICES, HISTORIC PLACES  (UP TO 15 POINTS)
Describe the site’s history of community collaborations.
Your answer must include:
· How do you use your site to support others through shared space, events, or creative activities?
· How did those partnerships show the community’s voice, values, and involvement in heritage tourism?
Write your answer here (Limit: 1,500 characters)…


Have you ever received a Heritage Preservation Grant?

[bookmark: _Toc335776350]NEW LOCAL HISTORIC DESGINATION (5 POINTS)
Is your site pursuing a City of Austin Local Historic Landmark designation?

ACTION: If yes, upload documentation indicating the property is eligible for and actively pursuing the City of Austin Local Historic Landmark designation.

[bookmark: _Toc1515023755]
Section 5: Contact and Demographic Information
What name would you like to be publicly acknowledged if your grant application is awarded? 

This should NOT be your activity name. Use the name that you would like to be listed on public facing documents. You can put your legal name if you are an individual that does not have a Doing Business As (DBA) name. Shorter Names are preferred.

Please be prepared to provide your information for the following:
· Primary discipline
· Lead Applicant Contact Phone
· Lead Applicant Email
· Lead Applicant’s primary language
· Secondary Contact Phone
· Secondary Contact Email
· Secondary Contact Role/Title

How did you hear about this opportunity? 

Are you interested in hosting your proposed activity at a City of Austin Facility?

Are you interested in being contacted about opportunities in Arts Education through Austin ISD? By 
selecting yes, you may receive email communications as arts education opportunities arise.

Are you interested in being contacted about community showcases? By selecting yes, you may receive email communications as performance opportunities arise.

[bookmark: _Toc845105119]Applicant Data
The following questions are optional. Your privacy is important, and this information will be kept confidential. The information will not influence the outcome of any City of Austin application for assistance. 
If there are any questions you do not want to answer, you can select 'Prefer not to answer'. Neither the questions nor the answers to this section will be viewable to reviewers. 
Please be prepared to provide the following information for the following: 
· Primary gender identity
· Primary race or ethnicity
· Does 51% or more of your decisions makers identify as members of the LGBTQIA+ community?
· Does 51% or more of your decisions makers identify as members of the disability community? For this question, family, doctors, therapists, teachers, counselors, and other service providers are not considered part of the disability community unless they are living with disabilities themselves.
· Does 51% or more of your decisions makers identify as veterans of the United States Armed Services?
· Primary audience race or ethnicity
· Primary audience age range
· Does the LGBTQIA community primarily make up your audience?
· Does the Disability community primarily make up your audience?
· Does the Veteran community primarily make up your audience?
· What language is your programming primarily presented in?


[bookmark: _Toc626346710]Section 6: Acknowledgements and Attestations
· I attest that I and any decision-makers in my proposal are not Full-Time City of Austin Employees nor Temporary, Part-Time or Full-Time employees of ACME (Austin Arts, Culture, Music and Entertainment).
· I attest that I understand that I cannot receive more than one 2027 ACME Funding Grant for the same proposed activity, and that I may not combine my grant funds with another grantee's funds to produce the same activity(ies).
· I attest that this is the one and only 2027 Heritage Preservation Grant application submitted on behalf of my entity.
· I attest that I do not have a “Non-compliant” grant agreement with the City of Austin.
· I attest that all proposed grant-funded activities will take place in a City of Austin Council District or in the Extraterritorial Jurisdiction (ETJ).
· I understand that my Proposed Heritage Event or Capital Improvement Project must occur at the site proposed in the application.
· I understand that receipt of grant funds may result in a significant tax liability in the year of benefit. The City and Long Center cannot advise on individual tax liability. It is the responsibility of the grant recipient to consult with a tax advisor to understand impact based on individual tax situations.
· Public Information Notice: I understand the information I provide in my application is processed by the City of Austin’s administrator (third-party administrator or in-house) for the purposes of determining my eligibility for the program. Third-parties are contractually obligated to not use this information for any other purpose. Since this grant is funded through the City of Austin, application materials are subject to the Texas Public Information Act and might be released to the public if it is requested in a Public Information Request.
· I agree to receive Austin Arts, Culture, Music and Entertainment communications.
· I agree to receive Create Austin/Long Center communications.
· I attest that all of the information provided in this application and the connected eligibility form is true and accurate as of the time of submission. I acknowledge that providing false information is illegal and subjects me and my entity to civil and criminal action. I further attest that I will provide documentation to further substantiate the accuracy of the application, if requested by the City of Austin, or contracted partners for purposes related to this grant program.
· Lead Applicant Electronic Signature
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