[image: ]Austin Live Music Fund - Live Music Venue: Application Template

Austin Live Music Fund Application Form: DUE 6:59 PM AUGUST 18, 2026
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[bookmark: _Toc1419219453]Section 1: Applicant Details – Not Scored
Applicant Submission Name (Enter the name of the organization, business, artist, or musician name that will apply for funding and serve as the applicant. Your answer will become your official account name.)

Your answer will become your Account Name. You can put your legal name if you are an individual that does not have a Doing Business As (DBA) name. This should reflect who you are as an applicant, not a project you want to undertake.

Please be prepared to provide your information for the following: 
· Applicant Physical Address
· Applicant Physical Address Council District
· Applicant Mailing Address
· Lead Applicant Name
· Lead Applicant Title/Position
· Preferred Pronouns

[bookmark: _Toc311803495][bookmark: _Toc1303210575]


[bookmark: _Toc41537266]Section 2: Independent Promoter Eligibility Verification
1. Are you a registered 501(c)(3) Nonprofit Organization?


2. Live Music Venue must meet at least five (5) of the following:
· Defined performance and audience space 
· Mixing desk, PA system, and lighting rig 
· Backline 
· At least two of the following: Sound engineer, Booker, Promoter, Stage manager, Security personnel 
· Charges admission to some music performances through ticketing or front door entrance fees 
· Markets talent through show listings in printed and electronic publications 
· Hours of operation coincide with performances 
· Program live music at least five nights a week
You will be asked to select five requirements you meet to qualify as a Live Music Venue. 
You must upload a file that proves you meet EACH requirement. Your file can be a photo with a description, screenshot, document, or another clear record. Make sure the file shows the requirements you selected. 




NOTE: Completing this section makes you tentatively eligible to apply for the Austin Live Music Fund Grant. Your documents and answers will be reviewed. If they do not meet the Program’s eligibility rules, your application may still become ineligible.  



[bookmark: _Toc1028466403]Section 3: Application Information
Check each selection that best describes how the applicant plans to use the grant funds (required)
· Commercial Rent - Live Music Venue only
· Compensation to Contractors or Employees - Live Music Venue only
· Insurance - Live Music Venue only
· Live Event
· Online Event
· Both Live Event and Online Event
· Recording Studio Production
· Media Production & Broadcasting
· Merchandise Production
· Marketing
· Touring
· Other
List your key decision-makers. (required)
When did you begin operating your live music venue in Austin? (required)
Write 1–2 sentences about how you plan to use the grant funds. (500 characters) (required)
Write your answer here (Limit: 500 characters) …




[bookmark: _Toc95432455]Section 4: Scored Application Questions
Instructions: You will be asked several questions and must provide proof for your answers. Most questions will let you upload one file with up to three pages. Files should be no larger than 400 MB. 
Do not upload one big file for everything. Make sure each file matches the question it goes with. Reviewers will spend no more than 5 minutes looking at each upload. 
Use the upload template provided. You can learn how to combine files into one PDF here.
[bookmark: _Toc850076867]AUSTIN MUSIC ECONOMY DEVELOPMENT (25 Points)
Please be prepared to provide documentation for the following if YES and for EACH selection:  
· Do more than 50% of the venue’s direct expenses go towards music programming?
		Upload examples include: 
· Budget sheets
· Financial reports
· Invoices
Upload one file, up to three pages.
· In the last 3 years, what is the percentage of local musicians you have hired to play at the venue?
· At least 25% local musicians in the last year
· At least 10% - 24% local musicians in the last year
· Less than 10% local musicians in the last year

Upload examples include: 
· Budget sheets
· Financial reports
· Invoices
Upload one file, up to three pages
· How has the venue supported Austin’s local businesses year-round? Select all that apply: 
· Hires local businesses for operational needs
· Hires local businesses for merchandise production
· Hires local firms for marketing assets
· Purchases or rents equipment from local businesses
· Purchases supplies from local businesses
· Provides free or low-cost space rentals to creative organizations
· Hosts benefit concerts to raise awareness for nonprofit groups
· Other

Upload examples include: 
· Invoices
· Receipts
· Production receipts
· Contracts
· Desing/photography receipts
· Rental agreements
· Purchase orders
· Rental agreements showing reduced or waived fees
· Emails confirming use of space
· Rental pages that list free and low-cost rates
· Event calendars
· Emails confirming the fundraising event
Upload one file, up to three pages.
· Does the venue sell tickets for performances?

	Upload examples include: 
· Flyers or posters that list ticket prices
· Screenshots from ticketing websites
· Box office or ticket sales reports
· Photos of a ticket booth or printed tickets
· Emails confirming ticketing setup
· Website or social media posts showing ticketed events
Upload one file, up to three pages
· Does the venue offer internships or apprenticeships?
Upload examples include:
· Flyers or poster advertising internships
· Screenshots from the venue's website
· Social media posts announcing internship openings
· Internship descriptions or applications
· Emails confirming internship placements
· Letters explaining the internship program
Upload one file, up to three pages
Please be prepared to explain how your document supports EACH answer.  


[bookmark: _Toc973882433]AUDIENCE DEVELOPMENT (25 Points)
Please be prepared to provide documentation for the following if YES and for EACH selection:
· How has the venue provided access to shows for diverse audiences?  Select all that apply:
· Shows for all ages
· Sponsored events for free access
· Partnerships to target new fans
· Other

Upload examples include: 
· Flyers
· Posters
· Event calendars
· Screenshots from the venue's website
· Social media posts showing all-ages events
· Event flyers
· Sponsorship agreements
· Social media posts
· Emails confirming free-access events
· Partnership agreements
· Emails
· Flyers
· Event announcements
· Social media posts promoting partnered events
Upload one file, up to 3 pages. 

· Does the venue offer ticket discounts for any of the following:  Select all that apply:
· Students
· Seniors
· Creative Industry Workers
· Other

Upload examples include:
· Flyers
· Posters
· Screenshots from the venue's website
· Social media posts
· Ticketing system screenshots
· Emails showing student pricing
· Announcements
· Flyers
· Website screenshots
· Emails showing senior pricing
· Emails showing discounted rates for artists, musicians, or creative workers
Upload one file, up to 3 pages.

· Does the venue provide services for people with disabilities?
		Upload examples include:
· Photos of ASL interpretation
· Materials in braille
· Screenshots of online accessibility tools
· Copies of nondiscrimination policies
Upload one file, up to 3 pages
· Does the venue’s regular programming feature a diversity of music genres? 
Upload examples include: 
· Include event calendars
· Posters
· Flyers
· Website screenshots
· Social media posts
· Booking documents that show different genres
Upload one file, up to 3 pages




[bookmark: _Toc1896427465]CULTURAL TOURISM MARKETING & OUTREACH
· What innovative marketing collaborations does the venue use to promote Austin as a global cultural and tourist destination for music? Select all that apply
· Collaborate with promoters, event organizers, and/or Visit Austin on major events and conventions
· Partner with hotels, restaurants, and transportation providers to offer bundled experiences
· Coordinating with tour guides
· After parties for large festivals or events (for example: Austin City Limits Festival)
· Other

Upload examples include: 
· Posters
· Flyers
· Website screenshots that show the partnership
· Package flyers
· Emails
· Screenshots showing bundled experiences
· Agreements
· Tour listings that feature your venue
· Event flyers
· Social media posts
· Booking confirmations
Upload one file, up to three pages
· What marketing strategies the venue uses to expand audiences and fan bases locally and outside of Austin Select all that apply:
· Online campaigns (including social media)
· Print ads
· Radio ads
· Banners/Billboards/Signage/Posters
· Street Teams
· Merchandise (t-shirts, etc.)
· Ads in non-English Languages

Upload examples include: 
· Social media ads
· Boosted posts
· Digital campaign screenshots
· Analytics summaries
· Scans or photos of newspaper ads
· Magazine ads
· Mailers
· Printed promotional materials
· Audio files
· Run sheets
· Invoices
· Screenshots confirming radio spot replacement
· Photos of banners
· Billboards
· Posters
· Signage used to promote events
· Photos of teams distributing materials
· Copies of handouts
· Schedules of activation dates and locations
· Branded t-shirts
· Giveaways
· Swag items
· Design files
· Screenshots of digital ads
· Print ads
· Audio files
· Translations of materials
Upload one file, up to 3 pages


[bookmark: _Toc1337003341]Section 5: Contact and Demographic Information
What name would you like to be publicly acknowledged if your grant application is awarded? 

This should NOT be your activity name. Use the name that you would like to be listed on public facing documents. You can put your legal name if you are an individual that does not have a Doing Business As (DBA) name. Shorter Names are preferred.
Please be prepared to provide your information for the following:
· Primary discipline
· Lead Applicant Contact Phone
· Lead Applicant Email
· Lead Applicant’s primary language
· Secondary Contact Phone
· Secondary Contact Email
· Secondary Contact Role/Title
How did you hear about this opportunity? 
Are you interested in hosting your proposed activity at a City of Austin Facility?
Are you interested in being contacted about opportunities in Arts Education through Austin ISD? By selecting yes, you may receive email communications as arts education opportunities arise.
Are you interested in being contacted about community showcases? By selecting yes, you may receive email communications as performance opportunities arise.
[bookmark: _Toc454520155]Applicant Data
The following questions are optional. Your privacy is important, and this information will be kept confidential. The information will not influence the outcome of any City of Austin application for assistance. 
If there are any questions you do not want to answer, you can select 'Prefer not to answer'. Neither the questions nor the answers to this section will be viewable to reviewers. 
Please be prepared to provide the following information for the following: 
· Primary gender identity
· Primary race or ethnicity
· Does 51% or more of your decisions makers identify as members of the LGBTQIA+ community?
· Does 51% or more of your decisions makers identify as members of the disability community? For this question, family, doctors, therapists, teachers, counselors, and other service providers are not considered part of the disability community unless they are living with disabilities themselves.
· Does 51% or more of your decisions makers identify as veterans of the United States Armed Services?
· Primary audience race or ethnicity
· Primary audience age range
· Does the LGBTQIA community primarily make up your audience?
· Does the Disability community primarily make up your audience?
· Does the Veteran community primarily make up your audience?
· What language is your programming primarily presented in?





[bookmark: _Toc752623993]Section 6: Acknowledgements and Attestations
· I attest that I and any decision-makers in my proposal are not Full-Time City of Austin Employees nor Temporary, Part-Time or Full-Time employees of ACME (Austin Arts, Culture, Music and Entertainment).
· I attest that I understand that I cannot receive grant funding from both the Austin Live Music Fund and the Cultural Arts Fund (Nexus, Elevate, or Thrive) in the same fiscal year
· I attest that I understand that I cannot receive more than one 2027 ACME Funding Grant for the same proposed activity, and that I may not combine my grant funds with another grantee's funds to produce the same activity(ies).
· I attest that this is the one and only 2027 Austin Live Music Fund Grant application submitted on behalf of my entity.
· I attest that I do not have a “Non-compliant” grant agreement with the City of Austin.
· I attest that all proposed grant-funded activities will take place in a City of Austin Council District or in the Extraterritorial Jurisdiction (ETJ).
· I understand that receipt of grant funds may result in a significant tax liability in the year of benefit. The City and Long Center cannot advise on individual tax liability. It is the responsibility of the grant recipient to consult with a tax advisor to understand impact based on individual tax situations.
· Public Information Notice: I understand the information I provide in my application is processed by the City of Austin’s administrator (third-party administrator or in-house) for the purposes of determining my eligibility for the program. Third-parties are contractually obligated to not use this information for any other purpose. Since this grant is funded through the City of Austin, application materials are subject to the Texas Public Information Act and might be released to the public if it is requested in a Public Information Request.
· I agree to receive Austin Arts, Culture, Music and Entertainment communications.
· I agree to receive Create Austin/Long Center communications.
· I attest that all of the information provided in this application and the connected eligibility form is true and accurate as of the time of submission. I acknowledge that providing false information is illegal and subjects me and my entity to civil and criminal action. I further attest that I will provide documentation to further substantiate the accuracy of the application, if requested by the City of Austin, or contracted partners for purposes related to this grant program.
· Lead Applicant Electronic Signature
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