[image: ]Austin Live Music Fund - Professional Musician: Application Template

Austin Live Music Fund Application Form: DUE 6:59 PM AUGUST 18, 2026
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[bookmark: _Toc1964797076]Section 1: Applicant Details – Not Scored
Applicant Submission Name (Enter the name of the organization, business, artist, or musician name that will apply for funding and serve as the applicant. Your answer will become your official account name.)

Your answer will become your Account Name. You can put your legal name if you are an individual that does not have a Doing Business As (DBA) name. This should reflect who you are as an applicant, not a project you want to undertake.

Please be prepared to provide your information for the following: 
· Applicant Physical Address
· Applicant Physical Address Council District
· Applicant Mailing Address
· Lead Applicant Name
· Lead Applicant Title/Position
· Preferred Pronouns

[bookmark: _Toc311803495][bookmark: _Toc1303210575]


[bookmark: _Toc1589271079]Section 2: Professional Musician Eligibility Verification
1. Are you a registered 501(c)(3) Nonprofit Organization?


2. Which of the following definitions of a Professional Musician do you meet?
· At least 2 years of documentation showing you have regularly performed as a professional musician—solo or as part of a band—in live performances to public audiences
· 6 released recordings (singles)
· 6 promotionally released music videos.
ACTION: Please upload a file that proves the choice you selected above. 
Examples include posters or flyers with your name, screenshots of events/songs/music videos, contracts or booking confirmations, a release summary from a distributor, or a list of video links with release dates.

3. I am the lead applicant for only one application as a solo musician or band. I also understand that I cannot apply as an Independent Promoter.



NOTE: Completing this section makes you tentatively eligible to apply for the Austin Live Music Fund Grant. Your documents and answers will be reviewed. If they do not meet the Program’s eligibility rules, your application may still become ineligible.  



[bookmark: _Toc2068503831]Section 3: Application Information
Check each selection that best describes how the applicant plans to use the grant funds (required)
· Commercial Rent - Live Music Venue only
· Compensation to Contractors or Employees - Live Music Venue only
· Insurance - Live Music Venue only
· Live Event
· Online Event
· Both Live Event and Online Event
· Recording Studio Production
· Media Production & Broadcasting
· Merchandise Production
· Marketing
· Touring
· Other

List your band members and/or key decision makers. (required)
Provide only the first and last names of key decision makers for your band. This list may include you, lead staff, and/or band members, if applicable. If you are a solo musician, you can just list your name

When did you start your professional music career in Austin? (required)

Select the amount for which you are applying: (required)
· $5,000 (over 12 months) - For early career musicians within 5 years of their professional career
· $20,000 (over 24 months) - For mid to late career musicians with over 5 years of experience in their professional career

Write 1–2 sentences about how you plan to use the grant funds. (500 characters) (required)
Write your answer here (Limit: 500 characters) …




[bookmark: _Toc1426430782]Section 4: Scored Application Questions
Instructions: You will be asked several questions and must provide proof for your answers. Most questions will let you upload one file with up to three pages. Files should be no larger than 400 MB. 
Do not upload one big file for everything. Make sure each file matches the question it goes with. Reviewers will spend no more than 5 minutes looking at each upload. 
Use the upload template provided. You can learn how to combine files into one PDF here.

[bookmark: _Toc365884791]Artist Development (25 Points)
Please be prepared to provide documentation for the following if YES and for EACH selection:
· Have you attended or led any professional development events in the past 3 years?
		Upload examples include:
· Agendas 
· Event programs, 
· Promotional materials, 
· Confirmation emails, or 
· Letters that show your role. 
Upload one file, up to three pages.

· Are you a member of or registered with any of the following music rights, licensing, or royalty collection organizations? Select all that apply
· ASCAP
· BMI
· SESAC
· SoundExchange
· Harry Fox Agency
· All Trak
· Pro Music Rights
· Global Music Rights
· Society of Composers, Authors and Music Publishers of Canada (SOCAN)
· Other

Upload examples include:
· Membership cards. 
· Screenshots of your online account
· Welcome or confirmation emails
· Letters showing your membership status
Upload one file, up to three pages.

· How have you taken part in artist development in the Austin community? Select all that apply:
· Take part in or organize music events or programs in Austin cultural centers. For example, the Carver Museum, Asian American Resource Center, or Mexican American Cultural Center.
· Take part in or organize music programs for youth. This includes in-school programs, camps, and after-school programs.
· Teach private lessons or workshops for youth or adults.

Upload examples include: 
· Event flyers
· Programs 
· Confirmation emails
· Letters showing your involvement
· Screenshots of social media posts 
· Photos with a short description of what is happening
· Schedules 
· Promotional materials 
· Letters verifying your involvement
· Lesson schedules
· Workshop materials
· Invoices
Upload one file, up to three pages.

· How many times have you performed or volunteered at benefit concerts to raise awareness for nonprofit charity organizations in the last 3 years?
		Upload examples include: 
· Event flyers
· Programs
· Promotional materials
· Confirmation emails 
· Letters verifying your involvement 
Upload one file, up to three pages.
Please be prepared to explain how your document supports each answer. 




[bookmark: _Toc716205755]AUSTIN MUSIC ECONOMY DEVELOPMENT (25 Points)
Please be prepared to provide documentation for the following if YES and for EACH selection:  
· Do you pay at least the City of Austin musician pay rate to hired professional musicians?

Upload examples include: 
· Payment records
· Contracts
· Invoices
Upload one file, up to three pages.
· What local Austin music industry support businesses have you hired in the last year? Select all that apply:
· Merchandise production (not including physical media)
· Marketing, outreach, or Public Relations
· Equipment Purchases or Rentals
· Storage
· Sound/recording engineers
· Video production
· Physical media (Vinyl, CD, cassettes) production
· Performance venue
· Recording studio
· Practice space
· Other Studio Spaces (video studio, dance studio, photography studio, etc.)
· Other (managers, admin, photography, graphic design, lighting designer, merch seller)
Upload examples include: 
· Invoices
· Receipts
· Order confirmations
· Contracts
· Emails confirming work
· Marketing plans
· Social media reports
· Rental agreements
· Confirmation emails
· Project agreements
· Production schedules
· Order receipts
· Production invoices
· Proofs
· Manufacturing confirmations
· Studio invoices
· Booking confirmations
· Design/photography receipts
· Purchase orders
Upload one file, up to three pages.
· How many times have you worked with other local musicians (not in your band or group) to make new music in the last 5 years?

Upload examples include: 
· Invoices
· Receipts
· Emails
· Screenshots
· Show flyers
· Studio documents that showed you worked together
Please be prepared to explain how your document supports EACH answer.  


[bookmark: _Toc105132773]CULTURAL TOURISM MARKETING & OUTREACH (25 Points)
Please be prepared to provide documentation for the following if YES and for EACH selection:
· How have you grown your audience and fan base in Austin and in other places? Select all that apply:
· Performing in different locations and at different times. This includes community centers, theaters, coffee shops, restaurants, airports, matinee shows, brunch shows, etc.
· Offering programs for youth.
· Including media and visual arts in your work. This includes lighting designers, painters, filmmakers, and comedians promoted as part of the project.

Upload examples include: 
· Photos with descriptions of venue and performance time
· Event flyers
· Schedules or programs lists
· Social media posts
· Photos or links to short videos
· Credit pages listing collaborators and roles
· Flyers
· Screenshots from social media posts
Upload one file, up to three pages. 

· What innovative marketing collaborations do you use to promote Austin as a global cultural and tourist destination for music? Select all that apply
· Collaborations with other events or conventions
· Collaborations with hotels
· Collaboration with other artists and organizations
· Other

Upload examples include: 
· Event schedules
· Promotional materials
· Partnership agreements
· Emails confirming participation
· Marketing campaigns
· Promotional packages
· Hotel-hosted event materials
· Confirmation emails
· Marketing assets
· Collaborations with dance groups
· Invitations to participate in City of Austin special events or proclamations
· Co-produced events
· Joint marketing materials with Visit Austin
· Social media campaigns 
· Contracts
Upload one file, up to three pages

· Have you intentionally done anything in the past to help people with disabilities take part in your events?
Note: Just using an ADA ‑compliant venue does not count.

Upload examples include: 
· Flyers listing services, 
· Materials shown in braille or large print
· Screenshots of captions or audio descriptions
· Screenshots of streamed events
· Invoices from service providers
Upload one file, up to three pages

· Do you promote your activities in media that reach people who don’t speak English?
Upload examples include: 
· Screenshots of ads in community newspapers
· Flyers 
· Social media posts
· Emails to community organizations 
· Screenshots or links to radio, online, or local TV promotions
Upload one file, up to three pages

· Have at least half of your past activities been open to the public and easily accessible? Select all that apply:
· Yes, half have been viewable online/streamed
· Yes, half have been accessible to public transportation
· Yes, half have been open to the public at a venue

Upload examples include:
· Screenshots of livestreams or recordings available online 
· Links to events posted on online platforms (YouTube, Facebook, etc) 
· Programs or flyers showing the event was streamed
· Website pages showing online access to the activity
· Maps showing bus routes near event locations
· A screenshot from a transit app showing directions to the venue by bus 
· A flyer or event page listing nearby bus stops
· Email from the venue confirming access to public transportation.
· Photos or flyers showing events at public spaces 
· A rental agreement or confirmation 
· Screenshots of the venue’s website listing your event 
· Social media posts advertising the event
Upload one file, up to 3 pages
Please be prepared to explain how your document supports EACH answer.  


[bookmark: _Toc314583728]MUSIC INDUSTRY ACCOMPLISHMENTS (25 Points) - ($20,000 Applicants Only)
Please be prepared to provide documentation for the following if YES and for EACH selection:
· Have you received professional music industry awards?
Upload examples include
· Pictures of awards with applicant name clearly shown
· Emails from the awarding organization
· Links to news articles about the awards
· Social media posts.
Upload one file, up to 3 pages

· Have you participated in public shows with capacities of 300 people or more?
		Upload examples include
· A flyer listing a venue accompanied with a screenshot of the venue’s capacity 
· A ticketing or attendance report 
· Emails confirming audience size
· News articles and social media posts showing the crowd and stating attendance
Uploads must include a date. Upload one file, up to 3 pages

· How many songs/tracks have you recorded?
		Upload examples include
· A list of songs or tracks recorded
· Album or EP track listings (digital or printed)
· Screenshot from a streaming platform showing the recorded tracks
Upload one file, up to 3 pages

· In the last 12 months, how many streams or downloads have you had across all online platforms?
		Upload examples include
· Screenshots from Spotify for Artists
· Apple Music for Artists
· Bandcamp reports
· YouTube Analytics, or similar platform dashboards
Upload one file, up to 3 pages

· Have you produced events with major brands or sponsors in the last 12 months?
		The proof must clearly show the brand or sponsor name. Upload examples include: 
· Flyers or posters with sponsor logos
· Event programs listing sponsors
· Contracts or agreements with the brand
· Emails confirming the partnership
· Screenshots of social media posts showing sponsor branding 
· Press releases announcing the sponsorship
Upload one file, up to 3 pages

· How many tickets have you sold for your events in the last 3 years?
		The proof must clearly show that tickets were sold and how many. Upload examples 		include:
· Ticketing reports 
· Screenshots from ticketing platforms 
· Sales receipts 
· Box office summaries 
· Event pages showing ticket sales
Upload one file, up to 3 pages

· Have any of your songs been licensed for use in audiovisual media, such as commercials, movies, video games, podcasts, tv show, etc. (syncs)?
		Upload examples include 
· Copies of the licenses that were issued for your songs
· Emails from a company or rights holder showing they licensed your music
· Receipts or invoices showing payment for the license
· Letters confirming that your song was approved for use
· Screenshots from a licensing website that show your song was licensed
· Cue sheets listing where your song was used
· Signed permission letters showing that you allowed someone to use your music
Upload one file, up to 3 pages

· Do you have any physical recordings (cassette tapes, vinyl records, or CDs) that you have distributed through sales or giveaways in the last 3 years?
		Upload examples include: 
· Sales reports
· Inventory logs
· Order receipts
· Shipping records
· Photos of merchandise tables with stock counts
Upload one file, up to 3 pages
Please be prepared to explain how your document supports EACH answer.  




[bookmark: _Toc584823252]Section 5: Contact and Demographic Information
What name would you like to be publicly acknowledged if your grant application is awarded? 

This should NOT be your activity name. Use the name that you would like to be listed on public facing documents. You can put your legal name if you are an individual that does not have a Doing Business As (DBA) name. Shorter Names are preferred.
Please be prepared to provide your information for the following:
· Primary discipline
· Lead Applicant Contact Phone
· Lead Applicant Email
· Lead Applicant’s primary language
· Secondary Contact Phone
· Secondary Contact Email
· Secondary Contact Role/Title
How did you hear about this opportunity? 
Are you interested in hosting your proposed activity at a City of Austin Facility?
Are you interested in being contacted about opportunities in Arts Education through Austin ISD? By selecting yes, you may receive email communications as arts education opportunities arise.
Are you interested in being contacted about community showcases? By selecting yes, you may receive email communications as performance opportunities arise.
[bookmark: _Toc110386691]Applicant Data
The following questions are optional. Your privacy is important, and this information will be kept confidential. The information will not influence the outcome of any City of Austin application for assistance. 
If there are any questions you do not want to answer, you can select 'Prefer not to answer'. Neither the questions nor the answers to this section will be viewable to reviewers. 
Please be prepared to provide the following information for the following: 
· Primary gender identity
· Primary race or ethnicity
· Does 51% or more of your decisions makers identify as members of the LGBTQIA+ community?
· Does 51% or more of your decisions makers identify as members of the disability community? For this question, family, doctors, therapists, teachers, counselors, and other service providers are not considered part of the disability community unless they are living with disabilities themselves.
· Does 51% or more of your decisions makers identify as veterans of the United States Armed Services?
· Primary audience race or ethnicity
· Primary audience age range
· Does the LGBTQIA community primarily make up your audience?
· Does the Disability community primarily make up your audience?
· Does the Veteran community primarily make up your audience?
· What language is your programming primarily presented in?





[bookmark: _Toc1309783414]Section 6: Acknowledgements and Attestations
· I attest that I and any decision-makers in my proposal are not Full-Time City of Austin Employees nor Temporary, Part-Time or Full-Time employees of ACME (Austin Arts, Culture, Music and Entertainment).
· I attest that I understand that I cannot receive grant funding from both the Austin Live Music Fund and the Cultural Arts Fund (Nexus, Elevate, or Thrive) in the same fiscal year
· I attest that I understand that I cannot receive more than one 2027 ACME Funding Grant for the same proposed activity, and that I may not combine my grant funds with another grantee's funds to produce the same activity(ies).
· I attest that this is the one and only 2027 Austin Live Music Fund Grant application submitted on behalf of my entity.
· I attest that I do not have a “Non-compliant” grant agreement with the City of Austin.
· I attest that all proposed grant-funded activities will take place in a City of Austin Council District or in the Extraterritorial Jurisdiction (ETJ).
· I understand that receipt of grant funds may result in a significant tax liability in the year of benefit. The City and Long Center cannot advise on individual tax liability. It is the responsibility of the grant recipient to consult with a tax advisor to understand impact based on individual tax situations.
· Public Information Notice: I understand the information I provide in my application is processed by the City of Austin’s administrator (third-party administrator or in-house) for the purposes of determining my eligibility for the program. Third-parties are contractually obligated to not use this information for any other purpose. Since this grant is funded through the City of Austin, application materials are subject to the Texas Public Information Act and might be released to the public if it is requested in a Public Information Request.
· I agree to receive Austin Arts, Culture, Music and Entertainment communications.
· I agree to receive Create Austin/Long Center communications.
· I attest that all of the information provided in this application and the connected eligibility form is true and accurate as of the time of submission. I acknowledge that providing false information is illegal and subjects me and my entity to civil and criminal action. I further attest that I will provide documentation to further substantiate the accuracy of the application, if requested by the City of Austin, or contracted partners for purposes related to this grant program.
· Lead Applicant Electronic Signature
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