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This document is an optional template. Whether using this template or another document, we encourage applicants to draft their answers separately and paste them into the Submittable form once completed. 
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[bookmark: _Toc1816341071]1: Eligibility  
1. Did you apply for Elevate, Austin Live Music Fund or for the Heritage Preservation Grant in December 2025? (required): 
· Yes
· No

2. Are you (the lead applicant) 18 or older? (required):
· Yes
· No

3. What is your applicant type and what are your Annual Expenses? (required):
· Arts Group: Annual Expenses UNDER $150,000
· Individual Artist: Annual Expenses UNDER $150,000
· Nonprofit 501c 3 with Annual Expenses of Any Amount
· Arts Group: Annual Expenses OVER $150,000
· Individual Artist: Annual Expenses OVER $150,000

4. Is your artistic mission/vision and your programming at least 51% arts and culture related? (required): 
· Yes
· No

5. When did you begin producing publicly accessible artistic events in Austin, Texas? (required): 
· I have not produced any publicly accessible events in Austin, TX
· My first public event was produced after April 17, 2025
· My first public event was produced prior to April 16, 2025

Provide documentation that demonstrates you have been producing artistic public events within the Austin Council Districts or its extraterritorial jurisdiction (ETJ) for at least 1 year prior to April 16, 2025. Work sample MUST include DATE of event or DATE STAMP of post AND VENUE. Ideal documentation could include past flyer, social media screenshots, program, newsletter, or other public facing materials that include the date (with the year) and venue etc.     

Would you like to provide a link or upload?
· I would like to provide a link.
· Please provide a link that demonstrates proof that you have done work in Austin on or before April 16, 2025.:
· I would like to upload a file. 
· Please upload proof that you have done work in Austin on or before April 16, 2025.:



[bookmark: _Toc1351842997]2: Applicant Information (Not Scored) 

What name would you like to be publicly acknowledged if your grant application is awarded? (required): 

Short Answer, Max 250 Characters
This should NOT be your activity name.  Use the name that you would like to be listed on public facing documents. You can put your legal name if you are an individual that does not have a Doing Business As (DBA) name. Shorter Names are preferred.   

Write your answer here …





Applicant type (required):
· Arts Group
· Individual Artist

Enter the approximate date you began producing public events in Austin (year and month) (required): 
Short Answer, Max 250 Characters

Write your answer here …





[bookmark: _Int_IgAe8icA]What were your total annual expenses for your most recently completed fiscal year? (required):
DO NOT ENTER $0. Please ensure you are accounting for all expenses related to your creative work in your most recently completed fiscal year. Do not add in-kind expenses as part of your annual operating budget.  

$_________




[bookmark: _Int_w69zY7OV]Are you applying with a Fiscal Sponsor? (required):
· Yes
· No

If Yes:
i. Fiscal Sponsor Organization Name: 
a. ____________________
ii. Fiscal Sponsor Organization Address:
a. Country	____________________
b. Address	____________________
c. Address Line 2 (optional)	____________________
d. City	____________________
e. State, Province, or Region	____________________
f. Zip or Postal Code	____________________
iii. Fiscal Sponsor Authorizing Signatory Name:
a. ____________________
iv. Fiscal Sponsor Authorizing Signatory’s Title:
a. First Name	____________________
b. Last Name	____________________
v. Fiscal Sponsor Authorizing Signatory’s Telephone:
a. ____________________
vi. Fiscal Sponsorship Agreement (upload)
vii. Fiscal Sponsor 990/Budget Verification (upload)
viii. Fiscal Sponsor Letter of Determination (upload)

















Review Group

[bookmark: _Int_xH41Wi9K]Applications will be reviewed within these three distinct review categories. Applicants who receive the highest scores overall will be awarded. The number of awards will not necessarily be evenly distributed across these three groups.
Exhibition – Focuses on work that is experienced visually or intellectually, often in a gallery, installation, or public display setting. This could include the following disciplines: Cultural History/Humanities, Design Arts, Film/Video/TV Production, Folk & Traditional Arts, Literary Arts, Media Arts, Museums, Visual Arts, Multidisciplinary
Performance – Focuses on time-based, live, or recorded performances presented to an audience. This could include the following disciplines: Dance, Folk & Traditional Arts, Literary Arts, Music, Theater/Opera/Musical Theatre, Multidisciplinary
Arts Education, Arts Service, and Arts Therapy – Focuses on creative work that supports, educates, or facilitates the arts rather than producing primarily artistic content. Must include a public component. This could include the following disciplines: Arts Education, Art Service Organization, Arts/Music Therapy

Select the review group that best fits your primary artistic discipline (required): 
· Exhibition
· Performance
· Arts Education, Arts Service, and Arts Therapy









[bookmark: _Toc837541226]3: Application Questions (Scored)
Max: 2,500 characters per question
Creative Work (35 Points)
Describe your proposed activity.
Your answer should include: 
· Description of proposed activity (who, what, when, where) 
· Describe your artistic vision and the creative focus or traditions that shape the work.
· Describe what makes your project unique, bold, or culturally important.

Write your answer here …







Upload one file (max 3 pages). You can include things like a link to website, or primary social media page, staff or artist bios, previous event flyers, brochures, or other audience-facing material (required).


Add 1-2 sentences to explain what you’d like the reviewer to look at, especially if your document contains links to social media or websites (required). 

Write your answer here …














Capacity (35 Points)

Describe your or your team’s relevant experience that will help you successfully produce this event (required). 
Your answer should include: 
· Introduce your key team members, their expertise and role in the proposed activity, this could include relevant cultural knowledge or experience.
· Highlight one or two examples of similar work you’ve completed successfully in Austin.
Write your answer here …  






Public Connection (20 Points)

Who are the people served by your activities, and how do you reach them? (required)
Your answer should include: 
· Describe the community, audience, or participants you hope to reach.
· Share how you plan to invite people to experience or engage with your work.
Write your answer here …  






[bookmark: _Toc939491381]4: Acknowledgements and Attestations
· I attest that I am not a Full-Time City of Austin Employee nor am I a Temporary, Part-Time or Full-Time employee of AACME (Austin Arts, Culture, Music and Entertainment
· I attest that I understand that I cannot receive grant funding from both the Austin Live Music Fund and the Cultural Arts Fund (Nexus, Elevate or Thrive) in the same fiscal year.
· I attest that this is the one and only FY26 Nexus SPRING Grant application submitted on behalf of my entity.
· I attest that I do not have a “Non-compliant” grant agreement with the City of Austin.
· I attest that all proposed grant-funded activities will take place in a City of Austin Council District or in the Extraterritorial Jurisdiction (ETJ).
· I understand that receipt of grant funds may result in a significant tax liability in the year of benefit. It is the responsibility of the grant recipient to consult with a tax advisor to understand impact based on individual tax situations.
· Public Information Notice: I understand the information I provide in my application is processed by the City of Austin’s administrator (third-party administrator or in-house) for the purposes of determining my eligibility for the program. Third-parties are contractually obligated to not to use this information for any other purpose. The information I provide is also subject to the provisions of the Texas Public Information Act and might be released to the public through a Public Information Request in accordance with Chapter 552 of the Government Code. In the event any grant information is being requested through a Public Information Request, the City will notify the applicant to give an opportunity to object to the disclosure of business information for the entity. The information will then be sent to the Office of the Texas Attorney General (AG) for a ruling. If I/the organization does not respond as to why this information is confidential, the AG will presume it is public and will advise the City to release the information.  
· I agree to receive Austin Arts, Culture, Music & Entertainment communications.
· I agree to receive Create Austin/Long Center communications.
· I attest that all of the information provided in this application and the connected eligibility form are true and accurate as of the time of submission. I acknowledge that providing false information subjects me and my entity to civil and criminal action. I further attest that I will provide documentation to further substantiate the accuracy of the application, if requested by the City of Austin, or contracted partners for purposes related to this grant program.
· I understand that duplication of my application is required for processing my submission. The City, Third-Party Administrators, and Submittable staff will not make changes or alterations to my responses. I attest that I authorize Submittable and the program administrator any transfer of ownership as a result of duplication on my behalf, if necessary, to ensure my application proceeds through the evaluation process without delay.
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