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Elevate Application Form: DUE 6:59 PM DECEMBER 11, 2025

This document is an optional template. Whether using this template or another document, we encourage applicants to draft their answers separately and paste them into the Submittable form once completed. 
Section 1: Applicant Information – Not Scored	1
Section 2: Applicant Introduction Statement – Not Scored	4
Section 3: Application Questions – Scored	5
Section 5: Acknowledgements and Attestations	10



[bookmark: _Toc347581906]Section 1: Applicant Information – Not Scored
What name would you like to be publicly acknowledged if your grant application is awarded?

This should NOT be your activity name. Use the name that you would like to be listed on public facing documents. Your answer will become your Submission Name in your Submittable Account. You can put your legal name if you are an individual that does not have a Doing Business As (DBA) name. Shorter Names are preferred.

Applicant type: (required)

· 501(c)(3) Non-Profit
· Arts Group
· Individual Artist

What is your most recently completed total annual operating budget? (required)
$____ USD
[bookmark: _Int_YQjtZmLY]DO NOT ENTER $0. Please ensure you are accounting for all expenses related to your creative work in your most recently completed fiscal year. Do not add in-kind expenses as part of your annual operating budget. If you are selected for a grant, your award amount will be based on what you enter here.  

Panel Group
Applications will be reviewed within these three distinct panel categories. Additionally, budget size will be a consideration when assigning applications to a particular panel.  Applicants who receive the highest scores overall will be awarded. The number of awards will not necessarily be evenly distributed across these three groups. 
Exhibition – Focuses on work that is experienced visually or intellectually, often in a gallery, installation, or public display setting. This could include: Cultural History/Humanities, Design Arts, Film/Video/TV Production, Folk & Traditional Arts, Literary Arts, Media Arts, Museums, Visual Arts, Multidisciplinary 
Performance – Focuses on time-based, live, or recorded performances presented to an audience. This could include: Dance, Folk & Traditional Arts, Literary Arts, Music, Theater/Opera/Musical Theatre, Multidisciplinary 
Arts Education, Arts Service, and Arts Therapy – Focuses on creative work that supports, educates, or facilitates the arts rather than producing primarily artistic content. Must include a public component. This could include: Arts Education, Art Service Organization, Arts/Music Therapy
Select the panel group that best fits your primary artistic discipline: (required)
· Exhibition
· Performance
· Arts Education, Arts Service, and Arts Therapy

Are you applying with a Fiscal Sponsor? (for Arts Group and Individual Artists Only) (required)
· Yes
· No
Applicants intending to apply with a fiscal sponsor must have the fiscal sponsor selected prior to submitting their application. Applicants will not be able to add a fiscal sponsor after the application deadline.
If yes, please provide the Fiscal Sponsor’s information. 




[bookmark: _Toc1872296973]Section 2: Applicant Introduction Statement – Not Scored
Applicants must submit an Introduction Statement as either a written narrative or a video.
This statement is not scored but will be reviewed by panelists to better understand the elements of their application that may require clarification. This is your opportunity to provide additional context to your work that you think may be helpful to panelists, highlight the heart of your proposed activity, or explain elements that may require discipline-specific or cultural nuance. You should NOT enter your mission statement or proposed activities as that information will be requested in the scored section.

Choose one (1) format: (required)
· Written Narrative: Up to 3,000 characters (with spaces)
· Video: Up to 3 minutes (provide one shareable link that is not password protected)

Please enter your Application Introduction Statement (required) (If Written Narrative is selected): 
[bookmark: _Int_jqTJzwpx]Write your answer here (Limit: 3,000 characters) …





Please provide a shareable link to your Application Introduction Video. This link should be publicly accessible and not password protected (required) (If Video is selected): 
Panelists will read or view this statement alongside your application materials to inform their understanding of your intent, impact, or structure. This section is especially useful if:  
· The applicant works in art forms that the panelists may be unfamiliar with, if applicable 
· Your budget or narrative includes dense or uncommon details. 
· You use community, cultural, or discipline-specific terms that may not be widely understood.


[bookmark: _Toc916152140]Section 3: Application Questions – Scored

1. What is the applicant’s mission or artistic vision and what do you do to support that mission? (required)

Your answer should include:  
· State your mission and describe the creative activities that support it. 
· Identify who your work impacts and how they engage with it. 
· Explain the artistic values, traditions, or focus that guide your mission.
Write your answer here (Limit: 3,000 characters) …















1. a. ACTION: Upload one file (max 3 pages). Suggested uploads: Letters from Artists, Audience/Collaborator Impact Statements (required)


2. What is your proposed activity and how does it reflect the people, places, or cultures of Austin? (required)

Your answer should include:   
· Describe your proposed activity and how it reflects Austin’s people, places, and/or cultures. 
· Explain how your activities elevate underrepresented histories and/or emerging cultural forms.
Write your answer here (Limit: 3,000 characters) …



3. Describe your experience producing creative work or offering public experiences in Austin. (required)
Your answer should include:  
· Introduce your key team members, their expertise and their role in the proposed activity. 
· Describe your team’s connection to the community served.  
· Highlight one or two examples of similar work you’ve completed successfully in Austin.

Write your answer here (Limit: 3,000 characters) ...










3.a. ACTION: Upload one file (max 3 pages). You can include things like staff or board bios, event flyers, brochures, or other audience-facing material.

3.b. Add 1–2 sentences to explain what you'd like the panel to look at, especially if your document contains links to social media or websites.  
Write your answer here ...



4. Budget Table and Narrative: Complete the budget table with total proposed budget needed to produce your proposed activities. We recommend that you use the budget template to make a draft and then copy and paste your final budget into the table below. (required)
Your budget table should address:  
· Payment to artists and/or administrators 
· Clear explanation of all expenses to produce your activities 
· Budget should be reflective of the proposed activities outlined in the application narrative

	Expense Categories 
	Total Proposed Project Budget 
	Detailed Description of proposed expenses (how many people/items will be paid for and at what rate)

	Payments to Artists
	
	

	Payments to Admin Support
	
	

	Marketing
	
	

	Venue/Office Rental
	
	

	Production Fees
	
	

	Supplies/Materials
	
	

	Accessibility Services
	
	

	Equipment Rental
	
	

	Fiscal Sponsor Fees
	
	

	Capital Expenses
	
	

	Grand Total
	$
	



4.a. What is your proposed project budget? (required)
Your answer should include: 
· Explain how your budget supports your project.  
· Describe other resources that will allow you to successfully complete this activity including in-kind support and funding sources beyond the grant request.
Write your answer here (Limit 3,000 characters) ...





5. How will you market your proposed activities? (required)
Your answer should include:  
· Describe how you connect with residents, visitors and tourists. 
· How are you promoting Austin as a cultural and creative destination? Share your outreach and marketing efforts, especially how you reach underserved communities.

Write your answer here (Limit 3,000 characters) ...  





















5.a. ACTION: Upload one file (max 3 pages). Suggested uploads: sample marketing materials such as press releases or social media posts, advertising analytics from a past campaign, media coverage, reviews, previews, draft marketing plan, or sponsorship packet






[bookmark: _Toc2115931225]Section 5: Acknowledgements and Attestations
I attest that I understand that I cannot receive grant funding from both the Austin Live Music Fund and the Cultural Arts Fund (Nexus, Elevate, or Thrive) in the same fiscal year. (required)
· Yes
I attest that all of the information provided in this application and the connected eligibility form are true and accurate as of the time of submission. I acknowledge that providing false information may affect the consideration of my application and could result in disqualification. I further attest that I will provide documentation to further substantiate the accuracy of the application, if requested by the City of Austin, or contracted partners for purposes related to this grant program. (required)
· Yes
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